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KEY DATES 
SEPTEMBER 

9 GROWING 
COMMUNITY LUNCH 

10 PUPIL FREE DAY 

12 RUOK DAY 

16 PRIMARY DIVISION 
ATHLETICS 

17 FLYING BOOKWORM 
INCURSION 

18 YR 9/10 WHITE CARD 
COURSE 

20 END OF TERM 3 

OCTOBER 

7 TERM 4 STARTS 

9 RUBICON MEETING 

10 SECONDARY 
REGIONAL ATHLETICS 

14 RUBICON CAMP 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

20 WILLIAM G 

26 KONJOK 

30 BILLIE 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

2 COOPER 

10 EVIE 

12 HARRISON 

15 LILLY R 

16 SUE 

28 JIMMY 

 

Respect  

 

Relationships 

 

Resilience  

 

Responsibility  

NAPLAN growth results 

Recently the NAPALN Relative Growth results have been made available to us. The Relative Growth Report 

shows the level of growth for each student relative to students that had the same NAPLAN score two years ago. 

This enables schools to make more informed judgements about a student’s progress than can be achieved by 

just looking at the scaled score differences between testing periods. It was very pleasing to see that the 

percentage of students at Manangatang P-12 College with high relative growth. The table below shows our 

growth compared to similar schools, schools in our network and schools across the state: 

 
Division Athletics 

Congratulations to all of the secondary students who competed at the Division Athletics in Ouyen yesterday. 

You can read more about their achievements later in LInkup. Thank you to Sarah, Nic and Kaylene for 

supporting the students at the event. 

Father’s Day Breakfast 

It was lovely to see so many families, particularly Dad’s at our Father’s Day Breakfast on Monday and have so 

many visitors join us for assembly after the breakfast. The community team was well represented for the 1% 

Club round!   

Thank you to Rod and Donna McKenzie, Christian and Marney Rollinson and Robbie Thomas for all their work in 

preparing the breakfast and cleaning up afterwards. 

Uniform 

Just a reminder that students are expected to be in uniform. Running shorts, football shorts and leggings are 

not part of the uniform. Uniform items are available from the office if your child needs something. If your child 

is out of uniform for any reason, please remember to send a note. 

Pupil Free Day 

Next Tuesday (September 10) is a pupil free day. Staff will be working on developing aspects of their 

professional practice. 

Preparing for grassfire and bushfire season 

As we approach the warmer weather, it is a sad reality that bushfires and grassfires are a very real possibility. 

On days of catastrophic fire danger in our region, the school will be closed as per the Department guidelines. 

Should a school closure prove to be necessary, a post will be put out on Compass and home group teachers will 

be contacting parents and carers via text or phone. If notification of a closure is made on the day prior, a letter 

will be home with students, along with work for them to complete at home. Should you have any concerns or 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Have a great weekend! 

Linda 

Year Level Test Our school Similar 

schools 

Network State 

Year 5 Numeracy 100% 20% 23% 24% 

Year 7 Reading 100% 21% 20% 23% 

  Numeracy 80% 17% 13% 23% 

Year 9 Reading 50% 26% 21% 24% 

  Numeracy 67% 27% 25% 25% 
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MERINO WETHER SHEEP CHALLENGE 

This year the College accepted a place in the Inaugural Victorian Schools Merino Wether Challenge. 

 This required the looking after of six Merino wethers for a six-month period and then presenting them at a competition day. The sheep 

were all from a farm near Maryborough and were approximately 8 months old when we got them. There were 10 other schools from 

all around Victoria in the competition.  

Our sheep arrived in March and from that time we had to prepare their paddock by building a hay feeder, erecting portable sheep 

yards and moving an older shelter into their paddock for weather protection. We also needed to provide daily feeding and attention to 

the sheep, clean the water trough regularly and make up bags of feed mix.  

Part of the process was to tame the sheep, by putting harnesses on them and handfeeding. They did not like the leads and would often 

refuse to walk – sometimes even laying down and pretending to be dead. This process took a long time and even up to the day of the 

competition 2 wethers were still quite nervous in nature. 

Tuesday the 27th of September we travelled to Clunes, near Ballarat, to attend the competition held at the Clunes Showgrounds. The 

sheep had to sleep overnight in pens and prepare for the judging, whilst we camped in a  shed at the showgrounds to keep warm and 

protect us from the very strong winds.  

On judging day, we had to put our sheep on scales to be weighed to get their carcass weight and then their fleece tested to get a 

micron value – this tells us how much the fleece would be worth.  

Then it was on to judging. We had to get the sheep out onto a mat with all the sheep from the other schools (over 60 sheep in total). 

They had to line up and stand still for over 15 minutes while the judges gave them a score. Surprisingly our sheep were very well 

behaved for this part, with one sheep even falling asleep during the judging.  

It was then onto the shearing. The sheep had to be walked to the shearing stand and then the fleece picked up and weighed.  

At the conclusion of the of the event, judges added up the fleece value, best presented scores and carcass weight value to get a final 

score. The Grand Champion was won by Greater Shepparton Secondary College.  

A highlight for us was our Group B sheep finishing 7th in the fleece value and Group A finishing 13th overall. We were praised for the 

sheep having nice strong wool.   

The sheep were then sold and as part of the program profits from meat and wool sales will be divided between all competing schools 

to reinvest into the program for the future.  

We would like to thank Danni Wilson from Tamaleuca Merino Stud for all her help. Danni assisted with drenching and crutching of the 

wethers and gave us lots of advice on how to best prepare for the competition.  

During the program we sourced a uniform, which was an RB Sellers jumper and designed our own logo. Thank you to Lisa Carroll for 

putting the logos on the jumpers, there were many compliments on 

our uniform during the competition.  

Thanks also to the Zanker, Arentz, O’Shannassy and Plant Families for 

donations of hay and lupins and Graincorp for the donations of 

barley. Also, to the Lehner family who often fed and checked on the 

sheep on weekends and school holidays.  

Thank you to everyone who supported the dim sim lunches as that 

helped to reduce the costs of the camp.  

Although it has been hard work, we were a little bit sad to see them 

go.  

Merino Whether Challenge Team 2024 

Cailtin, Jayda, Cooper, Jaxon, Chelsea, Zoe 



College News 

Page 3    

Wellbeing Update- Kim Critchley 

Breakfast Club has a surplus of breakfast cereals, still in date.  We have Weeties, Maple Crunch, Vita Brits and Cheerio’s.  

Please help us out by taking a box or two, let me know and I will send home with your child.  Alternatively you can collect 

at Parent Teacher Interviews when they are held this term? 

RUOK? Day is fast approaching (September the 12th). RUOK? Day is a day to wear yellow and have meaningful 

conversations to ask everyone, RUOK? 

How to ask for RUOK? 

• Ask RUOK? 

• Be relaxed, friendly and concerned in your approach. 

• Help them open up by asking questions like "How are you going?" or "What's been 
happening?" 

• Mention specific things that have made you concerned for them, like "You seem less chatty 
than usual. How are you going?" 

Healthy Headspace had their first session last Thursday. Students from year 5 up were split into two groups to talk about 
the importance of sleep on our brain and how we learn, ensuring we develop healthy sleeping patterns. Students were 
given a handbook with the aims of the session to support the young person to: 

• Describe their sleep experiences and their own thoughts about what interferes with sleeping well. 

• Normalise the challenge of sleeping well within the context of other stressors. 

• Explain the importance of sleeping well. Explore their current sleep routine. 

• Experiment with different ways of reconnecting to their physical selves in a positive way through relaxation, 
mindfulness and increased self-care. 

I have attached the handouts for your interest.   

This week will be focusing on PHYSICAL WELLBEING. 

Mindfulness activity : Attached is a youtube link showing an activity you can do at home https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UEuFi9PxKuo 

You could also go outside and make bubbles. Your child/ren can blow with you or can pop them. 
What a great way to get kids to unwind after a big day. Lets face it,  no one is too big to blow 
bubbles. 

Idea for Term 4. I would like to establish a ‘Walking School Bus’. For this to get up and running it 
will require parents to be involved. The school will support you in obtaining a ‘Working with 
Children Check’ and a Hi-Vis vest will be supplied. Please contact Kim or the Office by Friday the 
13th of September if you would like to help. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEuFi9PxKuo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEuFi9PxKuo
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Secondary Division Athletics—Ouyen 

There was spring in the weather and a spring in the steps of our students at Division Athletics in Ouyen on 

Wednesday.  

We had 15 students represent the College in the track and field events and they all did well despite an interrupted 

preparation. They conducted themselves superbly, helping out when asked and reliably marshalling for events on 

time. 

Some key results for our students included: 

1st 

Jordyn - Long Jump, Discus, 100m, Javelin (new record) 

Zoe J - Javelin 

Caitlin - Discus 

Jayda - Long Jump 

2nd 

Maddi R - 200m, 400m 

Zoe - Long Jump 

Jordyn - Triple Jump, Shot Put, 200m 

Jayda - Triple Jump, Discus, Javelin 

Ethan - Discus 

Cooper - Long Jump 

Jaxon - Javelin 

3rd 

Maddi R - Long Jump 

Chelsea C - Javelin 

Ethan - Shot Put, Javelin 

Jaxon - Shot Put 

Jordyn had a very successful day. Her individual efforts, including a record throw in the Javelin, saw her win 15 year old girls Age Champion. 

Her throw of 27.97m eclipsed the record of 25.14m, set by Lusia-Maria Felise (Robinvale) in 2013. Jordyn had the home leg of our 16 girls relay 

team (with Jayda, Caitlin and Maddi) and produced a brilliant run to get the team over the line in first place. That was after an incredible sprint 

by Murrayville's Chase got our MMM 12/13 boys team (with Aidan and Jasper) the win by 0.2 seconds over St Mary’s Robinvale. 

We had the following placings in the Age Champions 

Jordyn - 1st 

Jayda - 3rd  

Maddi R - 3rd 

Zoe J - 3rd 

Congratulations Girls. 

Our participants who finished first will get the chance to represent our Division at the Regional Championships in Bendigo on Oct 10th. 

Thanks to the staff and parents who supported and transported the children and well done to the students on a successful day. Thank you to 

those students who travelled with us for support and to help at events. Thank you to Ouyen Secondary for hosting the event. 
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Help Us Clean-Up Manangatang and Celebrate 

RUOK Day 

WEAR YELLOW  

Thursday the 12th 12-1pm followed by a free 

Sausage Sizzle and games at the Park to cele-

brate from 1-2pm 

Cupcakes will be on sale for $2 each 

We thank in advance  

Headspace for joining us and SHRCC Youth Inc 

for assisting with donations of sausages and 

rubbish bags and gloves. 
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 MANANGATANG STAR AWARDS 

Congratulations to the following students who received a  

Manangatang Star Award for their outstanding work and effort  

 Toby—Maths Ethan—PE and Humanities 

 Xavier—Literacy Jace—Numeracy 

 Zoe M—Literacy & Numeracy Johnny—Numeracy 

 Will G—Numeracy Riley M—Literacy 

 Ingrid—Maths Will L—Economics 

 Lilly R—Literacy Chayse—Health 

 Amelia J—Maths & Economics  
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 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

September 9 

Growing Community 

Celebration Lunch 

10 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

11 12 

RUOK Day 

13 

 16 

Primary Division 

Athletics at Swan Hill 

17 

Flying Bookworm 

18 

Yr 9/10 White Card 

course 

19 

Library Van 

20 

End of Term 3 

October 7 

Start of Term 4 

8 9 

Rubicon meeting 

10 

Secondary Regional 

Athletics 

11 

 14 

Yr 9 Rubicon Camp 

15 

Yr 9 Rubicon Camp 

16 

Yr 9 Rubicon Camp 

17 

Yr 9 Rubicon Camp 

Library Van 

18 

Yr 9 Rubicon Camp 
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MANANGATANG MARKET & TAKEAWAY 

WEDNESDAY LUNCH ORDER MENU 

TO ORDER: Ring 0475 434 714  

PLEASE NOTE: * Some prices have increased * 

Payment can be made directly to the shop or sent 

into school in a clearly labelled envelope 

HOT FOOD 

Chicken Nuggets & Chips   $6.00 

Chicken Strips – each    $2.00 

Loaded toasted sandwich   $7.00 

Pie, Pastie, Sausage Rolls   $5.00 

Crinkle Cut Chips     $2.50 

          SANDWICHES & WRAPS 

  Ham or Chicken Salad Sandwich  $6.50 

      Ham or Chicken Salad Roll   $7.50 

Ham or Chicken Salad Wrap  $10.00 

Sandwich – 2 fillings    $5.00 

Extra fillings     $0.50 

Fillings: chicken, ham, cheese, lettuce, carrot, tomato, 

onion, beetroot 

DRINKS 

Fruit Box      $2.50 

Nippy Milk Box   $2.50 

Oak Milk  750ml   $5.50 

Sparkling Water    $2.50 

Water      $2.00 

Manangatang P-12 College 

acknowledges Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples as 

the first peoples and traditional 

custodians of the lands where we 

live, learn and work. 

Dear Parents/Carers 

If your child is feeling unwell or has cold-

like symptoms please keep them at home. 

. 

Manangatang P-12 College 

4105 Mallee Highway, Manangatang  

Victoria 3546 

Phone: 03 5035 1270 

Fax: 03 5035 1244 

www.manang.vic.edu.au 

www.facebook.com/manangatangp12 

E-mail: manangatang.p12@education.vic.gov.au 
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Lost Property 

There are quite a few jumpers, hats and 

other personal items (lunchboxes) being 

found in the yard and left behind in 

classrooms.  It is easy to return items 

when they have been labelled.  To help 

staff return items, can you please ensure 

that all personal items have a name on 

them. 

Could parents 

please check their 

child’s clothing 

labels for names 

as some uniforms 

have gone missing 

at the pool and in 

the schoolyard. 


