SCHOOL BUS USERS POLICY
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If you need help to understand the information in this policy please contact Manangatang P-12 College

PURPOSE
To ensure the safety of all school bus travellers at all times.

GUIDELINES
All students travelling on buses must follow the conditions shown below, to help ensure the safety and comfort of everyone on board. These conditions of bus travel are in accordance with those of the Department of Education & Training.
CONDITIONS
1. All students must:

· Obey instructions from the driver or bus captain

· Wait at bus stop in an orderly fashion and not approach bus until it has stopped

· Be punctual at the pick up (morning and night)

· Enter and leave the bus in an orderly manner

· Stay in assigned seat and not move around the bus in transit, remaining seated at all times

2. No part of any passenger or object in their possession is to protrude out of window or doors.

3. Conduct involving the use of bad language or any action which may cause distress or distraction to others will not be tolerated.

4. Students must converse quietly and not call out to passing traffic or fellow students.

5. Storage of bags will be in accordance with advice from the driver.

6. Students have access to their own allocated bus only unless permission has been sought in advance from the school and the driver duly notified.

7. Any change to travel arrangements must be notified in writing to the college after which drivers will be notified in writing.

8. After alighting from the bus, the student must remain on the side of the road and should only cross the road when the bus has driven off and it’s safe to do so.

9. All students must treat others with consideration and courtesy.

10. No food and drink is to be consumed on school buses. Smoking is not permitted on school buses. Cigarette lighters and matches are strictly forbidden.

11. School bus travel is a privilege and not a right and a consequence will apply for the breach of those conditions.

12. Bus travellers and their parents or guardians will be required to read and agree to the above conditions of travel.
13. Consequences which apply to breaches of the above conditions are as follows:

· 1st Referral
Verbal / written warning to student

· 2nd Referral
Written warning to parent / guardian

· 3rd Referral
1 week suspension from bus travel

· 4th Referral
Suspension from bus for remainder of the year

Depending on circumstances, the above will be the process for any behavioural incidents relating to bus travel. For particularly serious incidents, expulsion from the school bus indefinitely may be enforced.

COMMUNICATION
This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways: 

· Available publicly on our school’s website 

· Included in staff induction processes and staff training

· Discussed at staff briefings/meetings as required

· Discussed at parent information nights/sessions
· Reminders in our College newsletter
· Hard copy available from school administration upon request
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