Manangatang p-12 college PARENT PAYMENT policy


PARENT PAYMENT POLICY

Purpose

The Education and Training Reform Act 2006 provides for instruction in the standard curriculum program to be free to all students in Victorian government schools. Schools however are able to request a voluntary financial contribution from parents and ensures that parent payment practices in schools are consistent, transparent and that all children have access to the Curriculum. School councils are responsible for developing and approving a school-level parent payment policy that is compliant with the Department’s policy. 

This policy covers the two categories Manangatang P-12 College may request voluntary financial contributions towards, and one category that is on a user-pays basis, along with the parameters, terms and conditions within which these requests may be made.
POLICY
The Manangatang P-12 College Council can request a voluntary payment from parents/guardians under the following two categories: 

1. Curriculum Contribution:  items and activities which the school deems necessary for students to learn the Curriculum.  Parents may choose to provide the items themselves, this should be in consultation with the college and items should meet the specifications provided by the college.
2. Other Contributions:  non-curriculum items and activities that relate to the school’s functions and objectives. Parents may choose to provide the items themselves, this should be in consultation with the college and items should meet the specifications provided by the college.
The Manangatang P-12 College Council can request a payment from parents/guardians under the following categories: 

3. Extra-Curricular Items and Activities: items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides for free to deliver the Curriculum.  These are provided on a user-pays basis.
The Principal must ensure that the college-level policy complies with the Department’s policy. The Principal will also ensure that all staff are familiar with and adhere to it.
Implementation
· In term 4 each year the Finance committee will nominate the voluntary payment fee and charges and make a recommendation to College Council.

· Parent payments will only be set under the categories of Curriculum Contributions, Other Contributions and Extra-Curricular Items and Activities.
· Manangatang P-12 College will ensure that the voluntary parent payments are kept to a minimum and do not exceed the cost of materials or services.
· Parents will be made aware of the costs associated with all voluntary payments by late November of the previous year, along with a recommended voluntary payments schedule. 
· The voluntary payments schedule will include itemised details relating to all voluntary payments, clear definitions of the category of voluntary payment (i.e. Curriculum Contribution and Other Contribution).


· All communication with parents/guardians regarding voluntary payment requests will be fair and reasonable and will only be requested once per term.
· Manangatang P-12 College Parent Payment policy will be available on the college website.

· General inquiries, questions or concerns can be directed to the Business Manager.

· Students will not be denied access to the standard curriculum program, refused instruction or disadvantaged on the basis of voluntary payments not being made.
· Manangatang P-12 College will not withhold access to enrolment or advancement to the next year level as a condition of payment for any of the two voluntary categories.
· The status and details of any voluntary payments or non-payments by parents and guardians are strictly confidential.
Support Options

Manangatang P-12 College appreciates that families may experience financial difficulties in meeting payments. A range of support options are available to assist eligible parents including: 
· State Schools Relief Committee – clothing & uniform support, 
· Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) – provides payments for eligible students to attend camps, sports & excursions.
· Welfare support agencies 

· School Wellbeing Coordinator

Parents/guardians who experience difficulties providing a voluntary payment to the college will be encouraged to contact the Business Manager on 50351270 to discuss alternate payment arrangements e.g. instalments.

Refunds

The school will not refund payments on voluntary payments
The school will review requests for special consideration for partial or full refunds of voluntary payments made by parents on a case-by-case basis.  Requests will be required in writing.
COMMUNICATION
Manangatang P-12 College will make related policies and support documentation available in the:
· Student/Parent Handbooks

· Enrolment pack

· College website

· Newsletter

REFERENCES
This Policy was developed in accord with the following documents:

· DET Parent Payments in Victorian Government Schools
· DET Parent Payment policy
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